There is nothing in the world so much like prayer as music is.  ~William P. Merrill

Dear Parents:
As a follow-up to the instrument fittings, I would like to present information to you on how to get your son/daughter started in Beginning Band next fall.  There will be a formal orientation meeting for all Watterson Area Beginning Band parents in September, but classes will have already for my students at that time.  

A few notes about the fittings and beyond.  Fittings are meant to find an instrument that is appropriate for your child.  Each student tried out several different instruments and was given suggestions on what instrument would work best for them.  Be sure to discuss this with you child and feel free to ask me any questions you have about the fittings or instruments.  Acquiring a good quality instrument is the next step.  You may either rent the instrument through a music dealer (see below for suggestions) or if you have the availability of an instrument, make sure it is in good working order by taking it to a local music store and having it checked out.   I will be starting classes with instruments the second week of school during their scheduled band time (Our Lady of Peace on Mondays and Tuesdays, St. Mary on Wednesdays and Thursdays, and St. Timothy on Tuesdays and Fridays).  Over the summer you will be receiving information on a few classes that I will be offering to start students on their instruments.  There are NOT required, but will instruct students on proper utilization, care, and maintenance of the instrument.  Instruments will not be needed for the classes.
Besides an instrument of their choice, students must have the following for band classes daily:

1. At least 3-4 good reeds for clarinets and saxophones

2. Care kits for each instrument (includes oils, greases, cloths, and cleaning necessities)

3. The Essentials of Music Theory book (Alfred publishing)-either complete or book 1

4. A method book (this will be determined by mid-July; will most likely be a series called Sound Innovations)

5. A wire/folding music stand

6. A 3-ring binder with their name and 10-15 page protectors to hold music and handouts

7. A pencil

The schedule for band at your school will be weekly as mentioned above.  I ask that students bring only the binder, pencil, and books to class the first week, and have all other items ready by the second week of class.  Also, start setting up a schedule for band practice at home.  Consistent practice is the key to success in the arts.  If practice is not done often, a solid foundation is not set up and the students will get behind and frustrated very quickly.  I will be making weekly practice charts available and will work on practice routines in class.  At least 10-15 minutes every other day is the desired amount for a beginner, and as the year continues 15-20 is the recommended amount.  I understand that things come up and schedules have to be changed, but do not put practice on the “back burner” for a week.  Remember, consistency is the key!
Finally, there is a fee/tuition of about $250 per year for participation in the band program.  This is roughly $3 per lesson when the going rate for private lessons is $15-20 per half hour.  Please do not let this be a deterrent if finances are tight!  We are willing to work out payment plans to ease any strain involved.  All money and questions about the financial aspect of the band program go through Bishop Watterson High School (c/o Bill Weisner).  I do not collect any forms or money.  Please send directly to Watterson.  More information will be sent out the in September.
I look forward to working with your child this year and beyond.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions!

Sincerely,

Mrs. Jenna Inscho

jinscho@cdeducation.org
(614) 268-8671 ext. 335

Music Store:


*Music&Arts- 

Westerville  
614.898.9008


Worthington  
614.880.1000


Hilliard  

614.876.9004


*Crossroads- 

Delaware 

740.368.9966


*Rettig Music

Dublin

614.792.2100


*Buckeye Brass and Winds- 
Plain City

614.499.8626 

I.  Instrument Selection:

To insure the best success for your child, I recommend the following: a new instrument, or a used instrument that is in good repair.  Make sure it is inspected before the final purchase.  A beginning student has enough to do without fighting an instrument that does not work properly.

If you need guidance in selecting an instrument, I can be of some assistance.  I do not require a certain brand, but have found students to be much more successful on certain brands than others.  The brands found to be most successful are:


Flute 

-
Gemeinhardt, Armstrong, Artley, Yamaha


Oboe

-
Fox, Yamaha


Clarinet

-
Selmer, Evette, Vito, LeBlanc, Noblet, Normandy, Signet, Yamaha, Buffet


Saxophone
-
Selmer, Evette, Yamaha


Trumpet

-
Bach, Getzen, Yamaha


Horn

-
Conn, Yamaha, Holton


Trombone
-
Bach, Yamaha, King, Getzen


Baritone

-
Bach, Yamaha


Percussion
-
Vic Firth, Pearl, or Yamaha Combo Kit
Recently, I have found unsatisfactory instruments being sold at non-music stores and pawn shops.  You need to also be careful trying to purchase an instrument online and follow the “rules” below.  The majority of students using these instruments have dropped after the first few months due to mechanical problems and poor tone quality.  I feel the need to bring these instrument brands to your attention:


Winston

Antiqua WindsSimba

Harmony
Pathfinder


Artist

Marquis



La Marquie
Mark II

EZ Tone


Lark

Silvertone


First Act

Jameson

Jennison


Wurlitzer
Jean Baptiste





All Chinese, Brazilian, or Indian Off-Brands


Anything with “French Craftsmanship”


If it does not have a serial number, please do not purchase it.
II. A note about fittings:

Your student tried out several instruments and was told which instrument(s) would best work with him/her.  Several things go into that decision, namely hand and body size, dental concerns, and lip shape.  For percussionists, it is important to start with a good sense of rhythm and they should be able to pass a short pattern-repetition test that the fitter gives.  If the instrument that your students want to play is NOT recommended for them, but the desire is still there, please know that they are allowed to choose that instrument but may have some difficulty getting started.  I will never tell a student they cannot play an instrument they truly want to learn.  If you have any questions on the fittings or fitting process, feel free to contact me.

III. Band Schedule at your school:


Delaware St. Mary – during music class Wednesdays and Thursdays


Our Lady of Peace – during music class Mondays and Tuesdays


St. Timothy – after lunch on Tuesdays and Fridays

We will have two concerts during the year.  Each concert is mandatory because this is a Performing Art.  The concerts have three rehearsals that bring all nine Watterson Area Band schools together.  I ask that students attend at least two of these rehearsals in order to participate in the concert.  I will not be directing all the songs and the students will need to understand how each song is conducted and how the group of 100+ students sounds together.  Information regarding these rehearsals will go out at least one month before the rehearsals begin.  I will also post on your school’s band webpage.

IV. Communication:

I will always tell students what is going on in class at the beginning of each rehearsal.  One week will be given for theory assignments and playing quizzes.  Practice charts are due at the end of each quarter (either weekly or monthly chart).  I will also post weekly updates on the school’s band webpage or will send an email with pertinent information.  I do my best to update in a timely manner and all concert dates and grading policies will be posted by the beginning of the school year.

If you need to contact me directly with questions or comments, email is the best way since I am at 4 different schools throughout the week (jinscho@cdeducation.org).  I can also be reached at Bishop Watterson High School by phone at (614) 268-8671 ext. 335.

V. Books and Music:

The students will need two books this year.  The first is Essentials of Music Theory by Alfred Publishing.  You can either choose to purchase the Book 1 edition, or the Complete edition which has 3 books in one.  This book will be used for several years.  The other book will be a method book that is coming out this month.  Sound Innovations is brand new and looks very promising for the students.  I will be taking orders for this book in late-July or early-August.  More information will be coming soon!

All other music will be provided by me.  Each student will need a 3-ring binder with page protectors to hold all handouts and music.  Students will be responsible for keeping their binder organized and need to have them for each class.  Any other books that are used will be handed out at the beginning of class and will be collected at the end of each class.

VI. Fees/Tuition

All fees will go directly to Watterson.  I will not accept any money or forms.  You will receive a registration form with more information in September via email or family folder.  Should you have any more questions, please contact Bill Weisner who is an Assistant Principal at Watterson and in charge of all financials for the Watterson Area Band Program.  Please do not make money a reason for your child to forego the band experience.  Learning an instrument is one of the few experiences that is truly a life-long opportunity!

I look forward to another great year with the 5th grade band students! 
“Music is enough for a lifetime, but a lifetime is not enough for music”

 ~ Sergei Rachmaninov

