Clarinet Assembly, Care, and Maintenance
Assembly
1. Place a reed in your mouth to get it damp as you assemble the instrument.

2. If your instrument is new, or difficult to assemble, put cork grease on all cork joints.  Spread around with your fingers to ensure coverage.
3. Hold the lower joint (biggest part) of the clarinet by the edge with your right hand, being careful not to bump rods or keys.  Hold gently around the bottom two keys below the key cluster.
4. Hold the upper joint (2nd biggest part) with the left hand, pushing down the large ring key with either your middle or ring finger.

5. Gently twist the upper and lower joints together, lining up the bridge keys and the rods.
6. Hold the body with your left hand, touching only the bottom two keys if needed.  Put the bell (part that flares out) in your right hand and place it onto the end of the body by twisting gently.
7. Hold the upper joint with your left hand as before.  Hold the barrel (little, straight part with no keys) with your right hand and gently twist onto the top of the body.

8. Turn the instrument so that the register key (long key on the back of the body) faces you.  Holding the upper joint and barrel, twist the mouthpiece on and line up the hole with the register key.
9. Place the ligature (metal piece with screws) loosely over the mouthpiece.  

10. Slide the flat part of the reed on the flat part of the mouthpiece under the ligature.

11. Line up the top of the reed just below the top of the mouthpiece.  With the ligature screws centered on the reed, tighten the screws to hold the reed in place.

12. To disassemble, go backward using the assembly directions.

Care

1. Grease your corks when it becomes difficult to put the joints together.

2. After each playing session, use a swab to dry out the inside of the instrument.  If you do not get rid of the moisture, the pads will need to be replaced very quickly.  After removing the reed and ligature, drop the weighted end into the bell of the clarinet.  Pull it gently through the instrument.
3. Use a soft cloth to clean off the outside of the clarinet.  Do NOT use silver polish or a polishing cloth…these are too abrasive for the plating on the clarinet.
4. DO NOT put your music, books, or cloth on top of your instrument in the case.  That is a sure way to break or bend a piece of the clarinet.
Maintenance

1. If you care for your clarinet, your instrument should only need to go in for a COA (clean, oil, adjust) once every year or two.  

2. Some minor clarinet repairs can be done by your band director, but others may be better handled by a repair shop.  Ask Mrs. Inscho if you are having any issues with your instrument.

3. If you are having trouble making a sound, check the reed first.  There are often tiny cracks in the wood that cause the problem.  Always have spare reeds ready.

4. Do NOT put your instrument on anything that is not stable (a chair, wire stand, etc.) or on the bell.  Place the instrument on the floor or a sturdy table if you are just walking away for a minute.  Putting the instrument away is a good idea if you will be taking an extended break.  Always keep the rods and keys facing up when you place the instrument down.  Keeping the clarinet in good working order is essential to your success with the instrument!

